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A St. Nicholas Day Celebration 
(December 6

th
 or the Sunday closest to that date) 

 

Several congregations ago, a pastor and I wanted to give our children time to 

celebrate and learn about the “real” Santa Claus.  We crafted the program 

around a pot-luck dinner.  Children were asked to leave their shoes in the hall. 

We dressed up a member of the congregation in a white wig and beard, a white 

alb and a red chasuble and miter that we borrowed from an Episcopal bishop – 

but it would be easy to make as well.  As dinner ended, jingle bells announced 

the arrival of St. Nicholas. While I was “interviewing” St. Nicholas, a volunteer 

placed gold foil wrapped chocolate coins in each pair of shoes.  For ideas about 

St. Nicholas crafts and activities, please check out: 

http://www.stnicholascenter.org/pages/how-to-celebrate/ 
 

A Conversation with St. Nicholas 
 

We cannot see God but we have His Word, His Promise.  What we know, through the promise 

of scripture, is that God is present and that God loves us.  He is everywhere. 

 

It takes a lot of trust for a child to count on and wait for someone he or she cannot see.  He 

never really sees St. Nicholas, our Santa, just as we cannot see God.  Today we’ve invited St. 

Nicholas to join us and to talk with you about how he loved God and how he shared God’s love 

by helping others throughout his life. 

 

(St. Nicholas enters) 

 

N: Friends, we celebrate the birth of our Lord in just a few short weeks! 

 

R: Were you a friend of Jesus? 

 

N: I was born about 300 years after Jesus – a very long time ago.  I was born in a country 

called Lycia, which today you know as Turkey. 

 

R: Nicholas, we have heard a lot of stories about you.  Can you tell the children here today 

about the real St. Nicholas? 

 

N: My parents were very religious.  We prayed together and studied the Bible.  They 

taught me about the life of Jesus. 
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R: Your parents were well known for helping the poor and the needy.  They were a lot like 

our families who donate gifts for local children or who ring bells for the Salvation Army. 

 

N: My uncle was a bishop in the city of Myra and after my parents died I spent a lot of time 

with him and praying in the Church of Myra.  When I was 19 I became a priest. 

 

R: There are a lot of stories about how you helped people in need – late at night and in 

secret. 

 

N: That’s because I wanted people to thank God, not me. 

 

R: I heard about the family with the three daughters that you helped.  Back in those days, a 

girl had to have money to get married.  The money was called a dowry and it was used 

to help the new family get started.  If you didn’t have dowry money, you didn’t get 

married. 

 

N: The family was so poor they had nothing left to eat.  The daughters were to be sold as 

slaves.  The night before the first daughter was to be sold, she washed her stockings and 

put them in front of the fire to dry and went to bed very sad. 

 

R: And in the morning she found a small, heavy bag full of gold inside her stocking!  

Enough to provide food for her family and money for her dowry. 

 

 The next morning, another bag of gold was found in the second daughter’s stocking and 

the third night the father stayed up to see who was helping them. 

 

N: I told him, “Please do not thank me – thank God that your prayers have been answered!” 

 

R: You continued helping people and were later chosen to be a bishop.  You saved sailors 

from the dangers of the sea and helped and protected children.  All your life you showed 

people how to love God and care for each other. 

 

 In the year 313 you went to the city of Nicaea to attend a meeting with all the other 

bishops.  Together you wrote the foundation for what we know today as the Nicene 

Creed.  Nicholas, you are an example of how we should all live.  And people all around 

the world celebrate your generous and holy example this time of year … 

 

N: In England, presents are given to children on Christmas Eve to celebrate the birth of 

Jesus.  They know me as “Father Christmas”. 

 

R: Children in Russia know you as “Grandfather Frost” – a kindly old man who brings gifts 
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in the middle of their long, cold winter.  They see you wearing an ice-blue coat lined 

with warm fur. 

 

N: In Northern Germany, I am known as “Pelze Nicole” which means “Furry Nicholas.”  I 

accompany the “Christkindl” or “Christ Child” on Christmas Eve visits. 

 

R: And when Northern Germans settled in Pennsylvania they brought their traditions of 

Christkindl, Christmas trees, and Pelze Nicole with them.  Over time, you became 

known as “Kris Kringle.” 

 

N: And the Dutch name “Sinter Klaas” which means St. Nicholas was mispronounced by 

American children and you call me … Santa Claus. 

 

R: That reminds me, Sinter Klaas, in Holland children put their wooden shoes near the 

fireplace on the night before the feast of St. Nicholas.  In the morning they find small 

presents in their shoes … 

 

N: Just like the gold I left in the three daughters’ stockings … 

 

 

 


